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Ewing Field Day Topics to Include 
Disease Management, Delayed Planting  
Dennis Epplin, crop systems educator 

Crop diseases and delayed planting will be the hot topics for the Spring 
Agronomy Tour at the University of Illinois, Ewing Demonstration Center 
on Thursday, June 11. The program begins at 9 A.M. 

Carl Bradley, U of I Extension plant pathologist, will discuss corn and 
soybean disease management and the proper use of fungicides.  
Concerns and issues surrounding this spring’s delayed planting will  
also be addressed. 

Other topics include 

¾ Wheat variety performance 
¾ Crop insurance 
¾ Farm program update 

You’ll also get the first look at a new multi-purpose storage building that 
has been built in the last few weeks. This year marks the centennial  
observance for Ewing Field. The University of Illinois started research 
and demonstration work at Ewing in March of 1909.  

The Ewing Demonstration Center is located approximately 12 miles 
northeast of Benton, Illinois. From Illinois Route 37, turn east on  
Ewing Road and watch for signs. If weather conditions are questionable, 
call 618-242-9310 before traveling to the field day. 

Handy List of Soil Testing Labs 
Soil testing and plant sampling provide valuable information to help you 
get the most from your investment. Here are two websites worth a visit: 

Illinois Soil Testing Association 
Includes a lab list and tips on taking a good soil test and plant sample. 
http://www.soiltesting.org/membersadvisors.html 

U of I Extension List of Soil Testing Labs 
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/soiltest/ 

To receive  
The Ag Quarterly  
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www.extension.uiuc.edu 



Field Days Offer Unique Setting for Learning 
Robert Bellm, crop systems educator 
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Location     Date    Time   Contact Number  Details 

Ewing1      June 11   9 A.M.   (618) 242-9310   See the new storage barn! 

Urbana – Weeds   June 24   8 A.M.   (217) 265-0344   Includes Snack 

Belleville – SIU2    July 9    9 A.M.   (618) 566-4761   Includes Lunch 

Brownstown   July 30   9 A.M.   (618) 692-9434   Includes Lunch 

Dixon Springs    August 6  8 A.M.   (618) 695-2790   Includes Lunch 

Urbana      August 13  7 A.M.   (217) 333-4256   Includes Lunch 

Orr Center     August 19  4 P.M.   (217) 236-4911   Includes Dinner 

Ewing1      Sept. 10   9 A.M.   (618) 242-9310 
 
1 Ewing Field (100 years old in 2009) is operated by University of Illinois Extension in Southern Illinois. 
2 Belleville is a research center operated by Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. 

Where can you get unbiased, research-based information that 
represents the unique soil type and growing conditions similar to 
your farm? The answer is a university field tour.  

The Department of Crop Sciences at University of Illinois and 
the Plant, Soil Science and Agricultural Systems Department at 
Southern Illinois University–Carbondale will host summer field 
tours at their field research centers this summer. These tours 
highlight the latest agronomic research being conducted by the 
universities, and provide valuable information to growers 
throughout the state. 

In addition to its main research farm on the Urbana campus, U of I 
operates five outlying research centers representing the major soil types 
and growing environments in the state. SIUC operates a research center 
near Belleville.  

Although field day tour topics vary by location, research developments in 
weed, insect, disease, and fertility management are normally offered at 
all locations. Some locations also offer tours covering plant breeding, soil 
and water management, crop marketing, and engineering technologies. 

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend one or more of these events. 
In addition to seeing current research results, you will get a chance to 
check out the crops around the state and visit with your neighbors about 
their cropping systems. If you need further information, call the number 
listed for each field day. 



Be On the Lookout for Rust  
Dennis Epplin, crop systems educator 
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Donations Still Welcome for New Barn 
A new storage barn for the U of I Ewing Demonstration Center has 
been built. The Ewing Field Advisory Committee and Franklin County  
U of I Extension generated enough money to build the barn. Donations 
are still being accepted to help offset the expense of a concrete floor. 

Donor plaques will be displayed in the new building. For more details 
on how you can make a donation, contact the U of I Extension office in 
Benton, 618-439-3178, franklin_co@extension.uiuc.edu. 

Yes, we have dodged the soybean rust bullet on several occasions.  
But, it is probably still a good idea to be informed and prepared. 

¾ Soybean rust has overwintered for the first time in Alabama, 
Georgia, and Louisiana. 

¾ The weather in the gulf states has been favorable for  
 disease development. 

¾ Later planting of soybeans in southern Illinois could result in later 
maturity and increased chances of soybean rust. 

¾ It is far too early to predict problems, but watch the soybean rust 
website at http://sbr.ipmpipe.org/cgi-bin/sbr/public.cgi. 

If you’ve been thinking about fruit 
production as a way to diversify, 
you’ll want to attend Extension’s 
next sustainable agriculture tour 
set for June 19 at Jed’s Farm, 
Thompsonville. The program starts 
at 9 A.M. and concludes with a 
lunch presentation. 

Judy and Ernie Duckworth will 
showcase their way of growing 
strawberries, which includes fewer 
chemicals and a longer growing 
season. They use black plastic 
with compost that is made from 
the manure in their cow/calf  
operation, rather than the methyl 
bromide that many other fruit 
growers use. 

Only three acres of the 80-acre 
farm are devoted to their fruit and 
vegetable operation. But, Ernie 
says that the strawberries are 
more lucrative than the cows. 

During the lunch that follows the 
tour, John Pike, U of I Extension 
community and economic  
development educator, will discuss 
marketing specialty crops. 

Advance registration by June 12 is 
needed. The fee is $20. You can 
register online or by phone: 

¾ For credit card payment, visit 
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/
smallfarm/ag_tours.cfm 

¾ For check or cash payment,  
 call U of I Extension,  
 Franklin  County, 618-439-3178 

Tour Series to Include 
Franklin County Farm 
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Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 

The U of I Dixon Springs Agricultural Center will host its annual 
Beef Day on Thursday, July 23. The program will get underway 
at 5:30 P.M. and include a dinner meal. 
 
U of I experts  
Dan Faulkner and  
Frank Ireland, along 
with student interns, 
will present the latest 
developments in the 
industry. You’ll get 
practical advice for 
making your beef  
operation as profitable 
as possible. 
 
Watch your local newspapers and the SI Agriculture website, 
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/regions/ag, for more details. 

Beef Day Set for July 23 
Is Your Farm  
100 Years Old? 
The Centennial Farms 
program honors generations 
of farmers who have worked 
to maintain family farms in 
Illinois. To qualify for 
Centennial Farm status, an 
agricultural property must 
have been owned by the same 
family of lineal or collateral 
descendants for at least  
100 years. Visit the website 
http://www.agr.state.il.us/
marketing/centfarms/  
for more details. 
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