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Illinois 
4-H 

Livestock 
Record 

Artwork courtesy of 4-H “Skills for Life” Animal Science Series 
4-H Cooperative Curriculum System 



1 My Livestock 

List single animals or groups of animals. 

Animal (give breed and 
name or I.D. no) 

Owned at beginning of 
project year 

Obtained during  
project year 

Owned at end  
of project year 

Breeding/producing animals No.       Age         Value No.       Age         Value No.       Age         Value 
   $   $   $ 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

Market animals No.       Weight     Value No.       Weight     Value No.       Weight     Value 

   $   $   $ 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 Total value of all animals                                a   $                                     b    $                                       c   $ 

Inventory change from beginning to end of year c minus (a+b) = $ _________________________ 
*If you have sold many of your original animals, this could be a negative figure. 
 
 



2 My Production Record: 
   Breeding/Producing Animals* 
List each producing female separately. 
 
Name or 
number of 
female 

Date  
bred 

Name or 
Number of 

Sire 

Date: born 
laid or 

hatched 

No. born 
laid or 

hatched 

Number 
surviving 

Date 
weaned 

Age at 
weaning 

Total 
weaning 
weight 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

   Totals: a_______ b_______  c_______ d_______ 
   Averages: e_______ f_______  g_______ h_______ 

 
*If you need more space, you can make your own table, but be sure to use the same headings. 

3 My Production Record: Market Animals 
Weigh your animals at least twice a year. 

First Weighing Second Weighing Name or I.D. 
number of 

animal        Date              Pounds        Date              Pounds 

Days on 
Feed 

Total 
pounds 
gained 

Average 
daily gain* 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

*Divide total pounds gained by number of days between first and second weighing. 



4 My Feed Costs 
Include costs for all feeds, whether raised or bought. 
 

Grain Hay Silage Pasture Protein suppl. Minerals Mixed feeds Month 
or Date 

Kind Lbs. Total Lbs. Total Lbs. Total Days Total Lbs.  Total Lbs.  Total Lbs.  Total 
   $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

 Total a $ b $ c $ d $ e $ f $ g $ 

 
Total feed costs (a through g) = $ _____________________________________ 



5 My Other Costs 
Include veterinary fees, registration fees, marketing costs, and other expenses.  Do not include show expenses. 

Date Item Cost Date Item Cost 

  $   $ 
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 Total cost:    a $  Total cost:    b $ 

 
Total costs other than feed (a + b) = $_______________________ 

6 My Income 
Under “Item” include animals sold for slaughter, animals sold, and animal products sold or used at home. 

Market animals and products Market animals and products 

Date Item Quantity Price Total Date Item Quantity Price Total 

   $ $    $ $ 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

  Total values:   a           $   Total values:   b           $ 

 
Total Income (a + b) = $______________________________________ 
 



7 My Health Management Record 
Include death loss, worming, implant, docking, etc. 

Animal name/# Date Treatment Animal name/# Date Treatment 
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

8 My Income and Expenses 
1.  Inventory change from beginning to end of year (total from Section 1) …………………    $_____________ 
2.  Income from sale of animals and animal products (total from Section 6) ……………….     $_____________ 
3.  TOTAL INCOME (add lines 1 & 2) ……………………………………………………………………….         $______________ 
4.  Feed Costs (total from Section 4) ………………………………………………………..     $_____________ 
5.  Other Costs (total from Section 5) ……………………………………………………….     $_____________ 
6.  TOTAL COSTS (add lines 4 & 5) …………………………………………………………………………         $______________ 
7.  PROFIT or LOSS (subtract line 6 from line 3) …………………………………………………………….         $______________ 

9 My Production Efficiency 
Breeding/Producing Animals 
1. Average number of offspring born, number of eggs laid or hatched per year for each female (Section 2e)    ____________ 
2. Average number of offspring surviving per year for each female at breeding time (Section 2f)   ____________ 
3. Average age of offspring at weaning (Section 2g)       ____________ 
4. Average weaning weight of offspring (Section 2h)       ____________ 
5. Percent death loss of offspring; include animals born dead (subtract 2b from 2a and then divide by 2a)  ____________ 
6. Average pounds of wool per ewe per year (divide pounds of wool in Section 6 by the number of  
       ewes in Section 2)           ____________ 
7. Average profit of loss per female.  Profit or loss in Section 8 divided by number of females   ____________ 
8. Average milk yield per animal per day (from DHI total pounds of milk divided by days of milk)  ____________ 
9. Feed cost per dozen eggs (total section 4 divided by number of eggs 2a divided by 12)   

 ____________ 
 
Market Animals 
1. Average daily gain of market animals from date of first weighting listed in Section 3 to market date 

Listed in Section 6 (divide gain of animal by the number of days on feed)     ____________ 
2. Average profit or loss per animal.  Profit or loss in Section 8 divided by number of market animals  *___________ 
3. Cost per pound gained.  Divide total feed costs by pounds gained      *___________ 
* These figures can only be obtained if market records have been kept separately 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggestions For Completing The 4-H Livestock Record 
 
Although there are many spaces on the Record Sheet, you need to complete only those blanks, which apply to the things 
you did in your project. 
 
The record should help you become familiar with the total costs of raising animals and give you an idea of your profits or 
losses.  The record also may be valuable when showing others what things you did and learned in your project; especially 
if you are applying for any awards. 
 
You may find it more convenient to keep two record sheets; one for your breeding/producing animals and one for your 
market animals.  All incomes and expenses in the record should be the actual costs or the fair market value. 
 
1. My Livestock.    When identifying animals, use the name or identification number or other method, which is most 

meaningful to your operation. 
 
The formula at the bottom of this section reflects the change in inventory value of livestock from beginning to the 
end of the project year.  If you have sold many of your original animals, such as in a market project, this may be a 
negative figure.  For example, if you start with a steer worth $350 and you sell him before the end of the project 
year, the change in inventory will be a minus $350. 

 
2. My Production Record:  Breeding/Producing Animals.    Be sure to list each producing female separately.  If you 

need more space, add additional pages.  Here is where you record the information that helps you evaluate the 
productivity of your producing females.  It also helps reflect your management ability.  To find averages e and f, 
divide totals by the number of breeding animals.  For g and h, divide by the number of offspring. 

 
3. My Production Record:  Market Animals.    In a market project it is important to know how many pounds your 

animal or animals gained.  Average daily gain is calculated by simply dividing total pounds gained by days on 
feed.  For example, if you had a market lamb for 90 days and it gained 80 pounds, the average daily gain would 
be.89 pounds (80 divided by 90).  These weights might be obtained when first purchasing the animals and again 
when weighting the animal at the 4-H show. 

 
4. My Feed Costs.    This page should contain an accurate listing of the grain, roughage, concentrates and pasture 

your animals consumed.  All of these items should be given a fair market value.  Even if your parents gave you 
the feed, a market value must be listed for it.  Your major concern should be in obtaining the total feed costs. 

 
5. My Other Costs.    Include any costs not listed in feed costs. 
 
6. My Income.    A listing of show expense and income are not included in this record in order to get a more 

accurate picture of the profitability of this livestock enterprise.  For lactating animals (cows and goats), list the 
pounds of milk produced by month and the price that month.  For egg-producing poultry, list the dozens of eggs 
laid per month and the fair market price. 

 
7. My Health Management Record.    Keep a complete listing of the health management program you carried out.  

List such things as vaccinations, docking, worming, etc.  Death losses should be recorded in this section.  You 
may group animals together when reporting any work done on the same date. 

 
8. My Income and Expenses.    To complete this section, simply transfer numbers from the preceding sections as 

indicated. 
 
9. My Production Efficiency.    This important section highlights your level of production and percent death loss.  If 

you only have market animals for your project, you will not fill out the breeding/producing section. 
 

Use DHI milk records for lactating animals (dairy cows and goats) to obtain production efficiency:  days of milk, 
pounds of milk, pounds of fat, and pounds of protein. 
 
If all market animals have been fed the same number of days, add all averages and divide by number of animals 
to obtain average daily gain. 
 



RA0102 Revised March 1996 

To obtain average daily gain for market animals not on feed the same number of days, you must first add together 
the number for all animals between the first and second weighing.  Next add together all the pounds gained from 
each animal between the first and second weighing.  Finally divide the total pounds gained by the total number of 
days. 
 
Example (see section3): 
 

First weighing Second weighing Name or 
number of 

animal Date Pounds Date Pounds 

Days on 
feed 

Total pounds 
gained 

Average 
daily gain* 

Animal A 10-1-95 450 8-1-96 1000 304 550 1.81 

Animal B 9-1-95 400 8-1-96 1000 334 600 1.80 
 

 1150# divided by 638 days = 1.80 average daily gain   638  1150 
 

To figure profit or loss per animal, divide the total profit or loss (see Section 8-7) by the number of market 
animals. 

 
 
Review your Livestock Record.  What goals will you work toward in your livestock project next year? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Dennis R. Campion, Interim Director, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.  The Illinois Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.


