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It is the teacher’s responsibility to pick up and drop off the kit at the Extension office in 
Belleville.  It is your responsibility to return the kit on the date you have indicated.  
Most of the kits are not duplicated and other educators are waiting to use them. 
 
All supplies that you will need for each activity are in the kit free of charge. 
 

Agri-Science Kits 
These “hands-on” kits are self – contained K-8th grade teaching units.  Students learn 
science and math concepts by hands-on applied agricultural laboratory exercises.  These 
kits come in Rubbermaid tubs containing teacher’s guide, which includes teacher 
information, lab instructions and procedures, student worksheets, and handouts.  The 
curriculum addresses the science and math state learning standards, which are cited in the 
teacher’s guide.  Along with the curriculum, each kit contains all the necessary materials to 
perform the learning activities.  Even though these kits are very easy to use, instructional 
videos are provided for additional guidance. 
 
 
Eggciting Experiments – Chick incubation and Embryology 
Grade level:  K-8 
Students participate in a 5 – week study of living organisms including incubation of chicken 
eggs and observation and care of the hatched chicks. 
 
Agriculture Renews Our Planet – Growing Energy for the Future 
Grade level:  K-8 
Students compare soy ink with petroleum based ink, make biodegradable plastics from 
corn, and compare renewable and nonrenewable natural resources. 
 
Insects – Agriculture’s Foes or Friends 
Grade level:  2-8 
Students study the parts of a grasshopper and compare it to close relatives, study and 
compare honeybee queens, drones and workers, and study the role of the honeybee in 
plant pollination. 
 
Probing Our Soils – Getting to the Roots of Agriculture 
Grade level: 2-8 
Students collect soil samples, study soil texture and structure; determine acid and base 
reactions, measure pH, compare moisture holding capacity of different soils, and examine 
the effects of soil erosion and pollutants. 
 
Protein Providers – The Superb Soybean 
Grade level: K-8 
Students examine the effect of water on seeds, learn the parts of seeds, compare monocot 
with dicot seeds and plants, study the effects of temperature variations on seed 
germination and plant growth, and investigate the many uses of soybean products in our 
lives. 



Agri-Learning Kits 
 

Eggsploring Poultry:  Cracking the EGG 
Crack the mystery of eggs and see a miracle in 21 days!  Eggsploring Poultry is filled with 
books on embryology, videos, poultry facts, games and other hands-on activities.   These 
materials may be used alone, but are a great supplement to the Eggciting Experiments Agri-
science Kit. 
Getting to the Core:  Apples and Orchards 
How do apples grow?  Where do all those varieties of apples come from?  Learn the 
answers to these questions and so much more!  Take an inside look at apples and their 
history.  Getting to the Core includes a lot of hands-on activities and games, things to make 
and things to eat, videos, posters, and books. 
 
Pondering Pizza:  A Slice of Agriculture 
Take a look at a slice of agriculture…a pizza slice.  Learn how all the ingredients on your 
pizza begin on farms, are processed, distributed and made into a delicious meal.  Explore 
Planet Pizza via video and visit a real “pizza farm”.  Through hands-on activities, books, 
posters, and curriculum, ponder the wonders of pizza. 
 
Pumpkin Patch:  A Vine through Time 
Discover the wonders of pumpkins.  Watch tiny seeds grow into several varieties of 
pumpkins in a time-lapse video and learn how to prepare the soil for next year’s crop.  The 
Pumpkin Patch contains posters, books, hands-on activities, recipes, and fascinating 
pumpkin facts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CD—ROMS, DVD’s, VHS  
Note:  CDτROMs, DVDs and VHS have 2 week loan limit.  If you would like to keep a one longer, please email or call to 
continue your loan. 
 

Agriculture is Every DayτThis video gives students an overview of agriculture while highlighting urban topics such as 
hydroponics, greenhouses, transportation, and farmer’s markets.  Students will learn that agriculture is all around them every 
day in both the city and country. 
 
American Experience: Surviving the Dust Bowl—This PBS program is an excellent documentary about the causes and 
consequences of the Dust Bowl.  It relates to agriculture, but also to conservation, history, social issues, economics and politics.  
You may want to use the companion material on the web.  50 min. 
Note:  May be too intense for students below fourth grade. 
 
Growing a NationτThe story of American agriculture presents the dramatic and inspiring story of how agriculture has shaped 
the history of the United States.  This program stimulates interest in both agriculture and American history. 
 
Modern Marvels: George Washington Carver Tech—Profile of the world’s greatest plant scientist.  Shows how Carver’s work 
has led to technologies in use today, including plans to grow gardens on long-term spaceflights. 
 
Carver: Man of Vision—A short biography of George Washington Carver, the former slave who became a premier plant 
scientist and educator. 
 
Modern Marvels: Farming Technology—Farm implements from John Deere’s plow and McCormick’s reaper to the satellite-
guided machinery of today.  Great video on robotic machines for very specialized use. 
 
Modern Marvels: The Butcher—Meat processing enters the 21

st
 century.  I have an edited version of this video for young 

viewers, too. 
 
!ƴǘƘŜƳΥ ! ±ƛŘŜƻ ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ—Great for spurring essays on the role of farmers here and abroad. 
 
Fueled for Flight—The importance of good nutrition.  Compares fueling the space shuttle with fueling our bodies.  Great video 
of shuttle operations. 
 
Illinois Agriculture: Innovation and InventionτThis CD-ROM is an ideal medium for educators to explore social sciences, 
geography, science, and much more.  Students will be engaged and entertained making Illinois history memorable.  
 
Turkey Farming—Follow turkeys from incubation through marketing.  Excellent day-by-day views of a developing embryo.  
Shows how turkeys are kept fed, watered, comfortable, and safe at a free-run farm. 
 
The Amazing Pig—Did you know it only takes 6 months for a pig to grow to market weight?  See the birth of a baby pig and 
learn how pigs are raised by modern pork producers. 
 
aƻǾƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ōȅ .ŀǊƎŜ—Shows the movement of grain from the farm to the elevator, and from the elevator to 
trains, barges, and ships.  Shows how locks and dams operate. 
 
Modern MarvelsτHarvesting—The history and development of modern machines to harvest both familiar and exotic crops.  
Includes footage of the first reapers and horse-drawn combines. 
 
Modern MarvelsτHarvesting II—More harvesting machines that use robotics and other advanced technologies to assist or 
replace humans. 
 
Plant Movement and Transport—Though a little dry, this is an excellent overview of how plants move and distribute food, 
water, and products of respiration. 
Photosynthesis and Respiration—Also not very exciting but a very good lesson on plant functions.     
 
 

 



St. Clair County Ag in the Classroom 
University of Illinois Extension 
Kit and Video Checkout Form 

 
Name:___________________________________  Phone:__________________________ 
 
School:____________________________________  # of Students:____________________ 
 
Grade Level(s):_________ Email:_______________________________________________ 

 
 

Please Fax or Mail your requests to the University of Illinois Extension office: 
621 South Belt West 
Belleville, IL 62220 
Fax: 618.236.9416 

 
 
Note:  Please indicate the pick ς up date and return date.  The kits and CD-ROM, DVDs and videos 
have a 2 week loan limit.  If you would like to keep a kit or video longer, please email or call to 
continue your loan. 
mAGic Kits Pick ς up Date Return Date 

Insect    

Plant   

Poultry   

Soil   

Dairy   

Machine   

Illinois   

Agri-Science Kits   

Eggciting Experiments:  Chick 
Incubation and Embryology 

  

Agriculture Renews Our Planet   

LƴǎŜŎǘǎΥ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ CƻŜǎ ƻǊ 
Friends 

  

Probing Our Soils: Getting to the 
Roots of Agriculture 

  

Protein Providers: The Superb 
Soybean 

  

Growing Better Every Day   

Biotechnology   

Agri-Learning Kits   

Eggsploring Poultry: Cracking the 
Egg 

  

Getting to the Core: Apples and 
Orchards 

  

Pondering Pizza   

Pumpkin Patch   

 
 



 

 CD-ROM, DVD, VHS Pick ς up Date Return Date 

Agriculture is Every Day VHS   

Surviving the Dust Bowl DVD   

George Washington 
Carver Tech 

VHS, DVD   

CarverτMan of Vision DVD   

Farming Technology VHS, DVD   

The Butcher VHS   

AnthemτA tribute to the 
²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ 

DVD   

Illinois Agriculture-
Innovation and Invention 

CD-ROM   

Fueled for Flight VHS   

Turkey Farming VHS   

The Amazing Pig VHS, DVD   

aƻǾƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ 
by Barge 

VHS, DVD   

Harvesting DVD   

Harvesting II DVD   

Plant Movement and 
Transport 

VHS   

Photosynthesis and 
Respiration 

VHS   

Growing a Nation DVD   

 

Ag Mags: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


